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On Jan. 15, the Guyanese government formally recognized the Commonwealth of Independent
States, formerly the Soviet Union. Last year Georgetown decided to reduce its diplomatic
presence in Moscow from embassy to consulate level. The consulate's primary responsibilities
are immigration matters and the interests of 90 Guyanese students studying in several
universities throughout the Commonwealth. On Jan. 17, the Jamaican government recognized
the Commonwealth following discussions between Foreign Minister David Coore and Vladimir
Romantchenko, ambassador of the former Soviet Union. Jamaica established diplomatic relations
with the USSR 15 years ago, and has since signed 13 bilateral trade, cultural and economic
cooperation agreements. The accords include a five-year arrangement under which half the value
of Jamaican bauxite exports to the USSR is used to purchase Lada motor vehicles, agricultural
machinery and other equipment. The arrangement specifies 1 million wet metric tons of bauxite
exports per year. Of all Caribbean nations, Guyana and Jamaica have the most extensive ties to the
former Soviet Union. (Source: Inter Press Service, 01/10/92)
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